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¢ Buckley Succeeds as Novelist
BRI | By HOLMES ALEXANDER - D

Columnist William F. Buckley Jr. |~ The skilled narrator, as Bill turns out
often comes around to confirming my | to be, gives us action and character. As

elief in the inequality of mankind. | Siegfried Sassoon once wrote of a foi-
Bill’s latest feat is a nuclear whodunit, | hunter, “He rides across the country as
Saving the Queen, published by Double- | ifit weren’t there.” The novelist who docs
‘day. that has style enough, and it doesn’t draw

—

I've never been able to keep an up-to- | attention to itself, -
date list of this guy’s accomplishments. |- The book is a spoof, 2 delightful one,”
ARl T know is that he’s a yachtsman, | about Blackford Oakes, a deep-cover
Journalist, editor, belletrist, TV maestro, | CIA agent who goes to England to see ,
probably the best debater in the land, | who’s leaking nuclear secrets to the ' R
and now he turns up as a fictioneer. Is | Russians, Suspicion points to the lovely, | - '
that fair? Why should this friend of mine ! 31-year-old Queen Caroline, but Qakes
have all the talents, as well as having a | clears her, catches and destroys the
" : - ) villain, and gets a royal kiss. Oakes is a

“Saving the Ousen” .. . | witness before Vice President - Rocke- N
aving the Quaen ST - | feller’s 1975 investigation of the CIA,

By William F. Buckley Jr. " " | but the flashback action is in 1951 with .

‘Doubleday L. ~ . ~-| the Korean War and McCarthyism going

2‘48';’3995,37.9_5‘ o= strong. :

o S — : If there’s any serious commentary -

gifted brother who’s a serious novelist | in the book, I think it's Buckley’s

2ad another who's in the Senate? All -hindsight evaluation of Joe MeCarthy

men are created equal—says who! -  which does not differ much from his ‘
‘Not. only-is. Bill loaded with many |- - evaluation. during - Joe’s-~lifetime. - {0 - e s T

oroficiencies, but he has a disarming air Bill has twe Russians discussing their T S

and sunny disposition which make it country’s efforts to swipe nuclear

Juite impossible for his colleagues to be | . formulas. “The prodidings of

ealous. The. poisoned chalice of envy he MeCarthy,” says one, “have resunited

=ill never quaff. When he was less well
inown, the proper English that he speaks
vas regarded as affectation, but his wit
-nd warmth were his saving grace from

he beginning. "7 ..

in'immobilizing many of our opera~
tives. They have not been detected, -
.~ but they are greatly nevtralized.”

: wne o In another place whers Joe is men-
Some years back he and I met in a | tioned, Buckle§ has his hero meditate,
-ohangzesburg_ dining room, and he | “ye right in secure conscience lie and
rdered the wine. “My God,” Bill yelped ' genl in order to sccure the escape of
hen the waitec brought the bottle. “It’S | hyman beings from misery and death;
illed!” He sent for another order  Stalin has no right to lic and steal in
‘hich was room_temperature, and man- " order to bring misery and death to

sed to soothe the waiter’s injured feel- ° others.” ) _ -
s with humor. His book has a similar ° o .
ene on page 135, except that the com- !_ rct}:ftret:oBtl;kaﬁi h?s f'vin us rthf n}ght
ainer is a boor and the Waiter is not | the CIA i ¢ moral shiock we feel when
soken kindly to. P - | the CIA is canght doing what is wrong

‘. _ .| and illcgal. After all, motives do count,
As a fictioneer Buckley starts, I think, | There s a difference between actions
‘th the disadvantage of a writer widely | taken to enslave people and actions taken
rown for his literary style. It is the { o provide and guard their frecdom. Nice
:ndicap that a funnyman, say- Art - going, Bill. '

achwald, might labor under. Everyone . . - SMcNaught Syndicate, tnc.- .

pects him to make jokes, and will | - . - _ ' DRI e ,
gin to laugh before he WVH8 For Release 2004/10/13 : CIA-RDP88-01350R000200430002-5
duth. Thus the only review I've rc:.-as| . . : ' -

ates of an elegant style which just
*t there. Verv few novaliste write Lo | N



